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1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the first and second affixing means 
being tie string in claim 8 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. Claims 1, 7, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The recitation "any shape and many sizes" renders the claims indefinite. 
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Regarding claim 2, "the second affixing loop" is a double inclusion of previously recited 
element in claim 1 . 

3. Claims 1, 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gerofalo 
(6508282). Gerofalo teaches a tube having a first end and a second end designed to fit over and 
a receptacle as claimed, a first affixing loop 1 1 disposed at the first end and. It is noted that the 
cover in Gerofalo is the tube as claimed, i.e., when the hook and loop strips 19 and 21 are mated, 
the cover would be a tube as claimed. Note the cover is made from polymeric material, i.e., 
plastic (col 2, In. 61). 

Regarding claim 7, the affixing loop in Gerofalo would create an annular edge as 

claimed. 

4. Claim 7, 8, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gerofalo. 

As set forth in applicant's response that the difference between elastic loop and 
drawstrings are not patentably distinct, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to substitute drawstring for plastic loop to provide alternative attaching means. 

5. Claims 6, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gerofato 
in view of Sessler (3913648). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the decoration with advertising as taught by Sessler to advertise the product. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 7, 9, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Whitlow (4200133). Whitlow teaches a tube that is made from plastic (abstract) having two ends 
with affixing loop of elastic loops. It is an intended use to use the cover with a receptacle 
covering 
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Regarding claim 14, to the degree that only a receptacle being claimed, the cover in 
Whitlow is capable of the intended function of have a ledge as claimed. 

7. Claims 6, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Whitlow 
(4200133) in view of Sessler (3913648). Whitlow meets all claimed limitations except for the 
advertising. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
advertising as taught by Sessler, fig. 8, to promote the product and/or company. 

8. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hinchliff (2035384) in view of Szuszkiewicz (2003/0010415). Hinchliff teaches a cover 
with decoration (pg. 2, col. 1, In. 65-67) having two end with elastomeric loops at two ends (pg. 
2, col. 2, In. 33, 43, 50-55: Figs. 18, 12, 13, 14). Hinchliff meets all claimed limitations except 
for the material being plastic. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
use plastic as taught Szuszkiewicz to provide the desired material for the cover. 

It is noted that it is an intended use to using the cover with a trash receptacle. 
Furthermore, it is noted that the Hinchliff disclose several receptacles (pg. 1, col. 1, In. 9-1 1) that 
are considered as trash receptacle as claimed, i.e., they can contain trashes. 

With respect to the ledge in claim 14, the cover in Hinchliff is capable of forming a ledge 
due to its flexibility as claimed. 

9. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hinchliff rejection, 
as set forth above, and further in view of Sawyer (4739880), or Gerofalo, or the admission as set 
forth in applicant's response. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the tie string to provide alternative retaining means. 


Application/Control Number: 1 0/694,529 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3727 

10. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hinchliff 
rejection, as set forth above, and further in view of Richardson et al. (5305907) or Warnberg 
(D2 14288). To the degree it is argued that Hinchliff does not teach the ledge, either Richardson 
or Warberg shows that the flexible material can create a ledge at the opening. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the ledge at the opening as taught by 
either Warnber of Richardson to provide added security. 

11. Claims 1, and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dickinson et 
al. (6142192) tube with two loop at the two end and the material being plastic (col. 2, In. 42). 

12. Claims 7, 8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dickinson in view of Rowe (1 755 133). Rowe teaches that it is known in the art that drawing 
string and elastic are equilvalent, (pg. 2, In. 36). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide draw strings or elastic loop as taught by Roew to provide the desired 
attachment means. 

13. Claims 6, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickson 
in view of Rizzo et al. (6499591). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to provide decorative with advertising as taught by Rizzo to advertise the product. 

14. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickinson in view 
of Riggs et al. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide first and 
second means being tie strings to provide the desired securing means. 

15. It is noted that applicant's response provide little assertion of how the claims read over 
the prior art as applied. The rejections are maintained. 
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1 6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri M. Mai whose telephone number is (571)272-4541 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on (571)272-4544. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


Tri M. Mai ' 
Primary Examiner 
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